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and water one must always pour in the water first.1 However,
with increasing prosperity came increasing luxury, such as
all moralists, especially Greek and Roman, seem to consider
a vice in itself. It is clear enough from, what they did that
the Kolophonians remained a vigorous and high-spirited
people, and if they " did themselves well " by contemporary
standards, we should find their lives barely comfortable.
However, in the ancient world they became a byword for
excess,2 and if the stories about Sybarites on the whole
lasted better, this was merely because the pride of Sybaris
was more recent history. (This docs not alter the fact that
some of them were the same stories.3) One of their own
descendants, the poet-philosopher Xenophanes, writing two
centuries later, when all this was a fading memory, pictures
their Grand Council of the Thousand assembling, with their
scented hair and the crimson cloaks that were a Kolophonian
knight's full dress, and roundly sums it up as " learning
futile softness from the Lydians ", a proceeding to which the
loss of freedom was the natural sequel.4 (Incidentally, the
mention of Lydians is probably an anachronism; the
caravan-routes of Asia Minor certainly did contribute some
refinements to Ionian civilization, but it is not likely that
now, before the rise of the Mermnad monarchy, Sardis as
compared with Kolophon had much to teach.)

Be that as it may, the men of Kolophon were a fine
breed ; farmers, soldiers, and sailors as good as any of their
age, they also contributed their share to the poetry and
music and thought of the Ionian Age. Like everyone else,
they were fascinated by Homer's epies and, when his fame
was already established, claimed that their city was his

1 Xenophanes fr, 4 (Ath. xi, 782a) presumably from the same moralizing
poem, on K. manners and customs, as the well-known fr. 3 on learning
luxury from Lydia,

3 Theognis, 1103-4; Aelian, Par. Hist, i, 20; Ath, xii, loc. cit.; all based
on Xenophanes, frag, 3 (there quoted), and on Mimnennos' general reputation,
and on the fact that 1C did come to grief.

8 e.g. the story about never seeing the sun rise or set; Phylarchos,
loc. cit.

* Xenophanes, frag. 8, ap. Ath, loo. cit,